
Wednesday
August 15  
See page five.



A Note from Doug Mize
As we reach August, most of us turn our attention to autumn, although it still feels like 
summer. With that thought in mind, I want to point you towards another calendar item that 
soon will be upon us.  

In just four years we will celebrate the 100th Anniversary of our beautiful Sanctuary. I smile 
as I think of all of the worship services, baptisms and decisions for Christ that have occurred 
there for almost a century. I truly believe we have one of the most beautiful and special 
places for worship.  

You may or may not know, we have a number of cosmetic and structural issues that must be addressed.  We further 
must continue to be good stewards of what God has given to us. It is vital that we prepare this place of worship 
where people can gather in joy, expectation and safety. It has been over twenty-five years since we have remodeled 
our Sanctuary.  We are thankful we have an opportunity like this to do our part in preserving it.  

I, our staff, and our Leadership Team desire to seize this time to prepare a remodeling plan for our Sanctuary and 
possibly other areas of our church. It is our turn to respond in a way that honors Christ, preserving this place of 
worship for those ahead of us.  

In the coming weeks, we will introduce a team recommended by our Leadership Team which will begin to pray, 
discuss and finally, make recommendations to our entire church for the scope of this project. I have full faith that the 
Holy Spirit will direct these people on what we can and should do for the future of God’s Kingdom at Greer First. 
 
We will have a special offering to kick off our 20/20 Vision on Sunday, September 30, which is a rare fifty-third Sunday 
of our budget year.  So, on that special day, you will be invited to present to our Lord a special and sacrificial gift for 
beginning this 20/20 Vision project. Please pray for what extra gift you will offer to assist in this good work.    

Let me also tell you about a few more important happenings:

• We begin a new sermon series in August called Servants of the King. We are all called to serve the Lord, 
God on high, and what a tremendous privilege! I believe it’s going to be a great study for us all.   

• We have revamped Wednesday nights and it is my prayer that many 
new individuals and families will come and share incredible times of 
fellowship, spiritual growth, and discipleship. Be sure to check out page 
five for more about Wednesday night, and the Greer First GIVES special 
event.

•  We have a new Prayer Ministry in the development stages. It is my 
deep held belief that God wants to gather all of us in meaningful 
prayer as we seek His face and will for us and His church. Nothing 
significant happens in our church without God’s people in prayer.  

I am amazed at what God is doing in our midst. Let’s continue to be thankful 
and anticipate seeing God work in us all. 
 
Doug Mize 
Pastor 
dougmize@greerfbc.org

1 Corinthians 15:58 CSB 
 

Therefore, my dear brothers and 
sisters, be steadfast, immovable, 

always excelling in the Lord’s work, 
because you know that your labor 

in the Lord is not in vain.

New Sermon Series  
Begins August 12 



Hey  Church  Family!  

One of my passions as your leader of worship is training 
current and future worship leaders.  We will be doing this 
through a new program called NLIVEN (pronounced  
en-live-en). NLIVEN’s mission is to train aspiring worship 
leaders through unique individual and whole group 
experiences, in an effort to build a healthier gospel and 
worship-filled church.  
 
 All NLIVEN students will be invited to be a part of various ensembles across our church. Some will serve in worship leader 
roles with HIS kids, G1 Student Ministry Worship Band and with our Choir.  NLIVEN offers weekly private lessons including 
voice, piano, guitar, bass guitar, and drum set, and a weekly worship leadership session.  NLIVEN sessions are fifteen weeks and 
will operate similarly to a school calendar.  NLIVEN students will receive a one-hour private lesson each week, along with a 
weekly breakout session.  All private lesson teachers will be musicians and worship leaders. 

The cost for NLIVEN will be released in a few weeks and will be as budget friendly as possible.  Initially, NLIVEN will be 
available for ages 15-25.  After the first year, we will expand both the age range and the training areas.  If you are interested in 
this program for yourself, your student, or for a friend, please email me.  We expect to launch this fall.  We are excited to see 
what God will do through this new worship leadership program!  
 
In Christ,  
 
Joshua C. Morton 
Minister of  Worship and Church Development  
JoshMorton@greerfbc.org 
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STUDENT MINISTRY

Hey Church Family, 
 
It’s a great time to be a part of what God is doing at Greer First! 
As we wrap up our summer in G1 Student Ministry and prepare for 
the fall, we are excited for what is ahead.  
 
This summer has been a big adjustment for Katy and me.  With 
the addition of Charlotte to our family, we are learning how to do 
student ministry with a new perspective. Thank you for supporting 
us with meals, gifts, and prayers as new parents.  

 
We took students to Camp Awanita in June where they learned about God’s mission to make disciples of all people and 
were challenged to pray for lost family and friends.  
 
As God continues to grow our student ministry, I 
realize more and more our great need for God to 
move in our young people. We have worked hard in 
the Student Worship Center to get it ready for the 
fall. But for our student ministry to grow, we need 
more than an awesome place to worship and study 
the Bible. We need God to move in our hearts! 
Will you join me in praying for God to move in our 
student ministry?  

Micah Greene 
Minister to Students 
micahgreene@greerfbc.org 
 

 
Aug. 12   |   Promotion Sunday 
G1 Student Ministry Area, 9:30 am  

 
Aug. 12   |   G1 Family Connect Cook-out 

Home of Doug & Janet Mize,  5 pm 
For all students grade 6 – 12 and their families 

Come join us for a night of food, fun. and swimming. Don’t miss the 
chance to beat Micah in cornhole or take on the Mize family in a 

(slightly competitive) game of badminton! 
 

Aug. 15   |   Greer First GIVES 
Aug. 22   |   G1 Wednesday Kickoff 

 
November 9-11 Fall Retreat 

Details and registration will begin soon.

 You are not required to be a student in 
NLIVEN to be in our worship ministry. 

If you are interested in singing in the 
choir, playing an instrument, or serving 

on our tech team, email us.



Senior Adults Who Want To  
Make A Difference Everyday  

Honoring God, Impacting People, Sharing Christ

August/September Activities
Bible Study 

Tuesdays, Aug. 7 and Sept. 4 
10 am, Parlor 

 
Friendly Neighbors Meeting 
Tuesday, Aug. 14, 11 am, Parlor 

Ark Encounter report and election of new officers. 
Tuesday, Sept. 11, 11 am, Gym 

Health & Safety Fair 
 

Blood Pressure Checks & Fellowship  
Wednesdays, Aug. 15 and Sept. 19 

 2 pm, Victoria Arms 
 

Bible Study at Victoria Arms  
Wednesdays, Aug. 22 and Sept. 26 

 2 pm 
 

Game Day 
Tuesdays, Aug. 28 & Sept. 25 

2-4 pm, Room 401

UPCOMING EVENTS
 
August 31 — Great Smoky Mountain Railroad, Bryson City, NC. Cost: $110 which includes transportation 
by Jeans, one meal, and ride on a rare steam powered train along the Tuckasegee River. 

October 8-12  — Springmaid Beach Retreat, Landmark Resort. Cost: $209, plus $24 for Alabama Theatre.

October 22-25  — The Celebrators Conference at the LeConte Center 
“Four Days of Thanks” honoring those who serve in their churches, communities, and 
country. George W. Bush, our 43rd president, will speak on Wednesday at a special 
tribute to our Veterans.  Attendees will also enjoy Dr. David Jeremiah, Chondra Pierce, 
Charles Billingsley, the Gaither Vocal Band,  Veritas, Selah, and more. Cost: $269 per 
person. Space is limited. 

Friendly Neighbors
The senior adults 
recently returned from 
a wonderful trip to 
Kentucky to see the 
Creation Museum and the 

Ark Encounter. The Creation Museum allowed us 
to venture through biblical history, enjoy stunning 
exhibits, botanical gardens and a petting zoo. 
Everything in it proved that the Bible is true. 
 
The Ark Encounter answered all the questions about 
Noah’s Ark. How did Noah fit the animals in the ark 
and how did he build it? It truly made the Bible come 
alive. The Ark Encounter and the Creation Museum 
presented the plan of salvation throughout. People 
could not view it without learning about Jesus. 

Please Note:  A current listing of homebound and assisted living residents is available at the Sanctuary entrances.



 
Greer First Gives 
August 15 | Greer City Park 

Greer First has the incredible opportunity to give back to our community. 
Volunteers of all ages can serve during this special event. Our neighbors will enjoy 
food, games, face painting and more! We’ll also have a prayer station available and 
school supplies for the kids. Let’s go outside our church and bless families in our 
community. 
 
Sign up in Realm to serve and order your new Greer First t-shirt today!

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY

 
Unglued - Making Wise Choices in the Midst of Raw Emotions  
by Lysa Terkeurst 
For Young Women & Moms 
6:30 pm | Room TBD | Register in Realm 
In this study, Lysa teaches how to process emotions and 
resolve conflicts in ways that lead to a much more peaceful 
life. Come relax a bit and learn that God gave us emotions to 
experience life, not destroy it! Cost: $12.

Regular Wednesday Nights Begin August 22

Discerning the Voice of God  
by Priscilla Shirer 
For Women of All Ages 
6:30 pm | Room 205 | Register in Realm 
Discover the root to clear and daily communication with God 
- humble obedience. Learn how surrender unlocks His many 
blessings intended for us, centers us in His will, and helps us 
discern His voice in everyday life. Cost: $12.

Wednesday Night Fellowship
Dinner: 5:15 - 6:15 pm in the Gym

Adults: $6  |  Ages 18 & under: Free

Menu 
 

August 22 
Taco Casserole, Loaded Salad Bar,   

Roll, Fresh Fruit  

 
August 29 

Grilled Chicken Salad, Loaded Salad 
Bar, Roll, Fresh Fruit  

 
September 5  

Baked Ziti, Loaded Salad Bar,  
 French Bread,  

Ice Cream Cookie Sandwich  

 
September 12 

Chicken & Ritz Cracker Casserole,  
Green Beans, Loaded Salad Bar,  

Roll, Cup Cakes    

 
September 19 

Pork Loin, Oven Baked Okra,  
Loaded Salad Bar,  

Roll, Cake Assortment  

 
September 26  

Ham, Mac & Cheese, Loaded Salad Bar,  
Roll, Chocolate Éclair   

The Life of David  
Led by Doug Mize 
For Men of All Ages 
6:30 pm | Library 
From shepherd boy to king and from spiritual 
mountaintop to deepest valley of the worst sinner, we 
all can learn much from this incredible biblical figure. 

Greer First SERVES
Greer First is gearing up to share the Gospel of Jesus in our homes, schools and community.  You can have an incredible impact by saying 
“Yes” to serving. Options for all ages and abilities are available. Here’s just a few: 
 
Greeters & Ushers Volunteer Fellowship & Training   |   Wednesday, Aug. 8, 6 pm   |   Room 402  
Join us to learn about new opportunities and important safety procedures.  All current volunteers and those interested in serving are 
encouraged to attend. RSVP to Kim Keller, kimkeller@greerfbc.org by Aug. 5. 

Food Services
Email Martha White, martha.s.white@charter.net, to find out how you can 
serve in our Food Services Ministry. Options include Wednesday Night 
Dinners, Bereavement and Special Events.

Prayer
Contact Debbie Teague, debbieteague@greerfbc.org, to learn 
more. Watch for more information about how you can minister 
to many as a prayer volunteer.



August 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 4 
Benson Classic Car Show 
10 am - 2 pm, Greer First Parking Lot 
 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 5
Japanese Worship Service, 3 pm, 
Parlor 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 7  
Senior Adult Bible Study, 10 am, Parlor  
 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 8
Greeter/Usher  Fellowship & Training, 
6:00 pm, Room 402 
 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 12  
Promotion Sunday - Children/Students

TUESDAY, AUGUST 14 
Friendly Neighbors Senior Adult 
Meeting, 11 am, Parlor 
  
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 15 
Greer First GIVES, 6-8 pm 
Greer City Park 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 19 
Japanese Worship Service, 3 pm, 
Parlor 

MONDAY, AUGUST 20 
Eveline Miller WMU Meeting, 3 pm, 
Parlor 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 21 
Polly Lineberger WMU Meeting, 2 pm, 
Parlor  
 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 22
Wednesday Kickoff & Open House 
 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 26  
Communion  
 

 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 28 
Senior Adult Game Day, 2 pm,  
Room 401  
Ladies Mission Group (Quilt Guild),  
6 pm, Room 402
 

September 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 2  
Japanese Worship Service, 3 pm, 
Parlor 
 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4
Senior Adult Bible Study, 10 am, Parlor 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9 
Seeing Red  - Pearl Women’s Ministry,  
6:30 pm, Gym 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 
Friendly Neighbors Health & Safety 
Fair, 11 am, Gym 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 
Japanese Worship Service, 3 pm, 
Parlor  
 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 17  
Eveline Miller WMU Meeting, 3 pm, 
Parlor  
 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18  
Polly Lineberger WMU Meeting, 3 pm, 
Parlor 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 
Senior Adult Game Day, 2 pm,  
Room 401  
Ladies Mission Group (Quilt Guild),  
6 pm, Room 402

Calendar of Events

Every Week at  
Greer First Baptist 

SUNDAY 
9:15 am: Sunday School 
10:30 am:  Worship 

MONDAY 
10:00 am: English Conversation 
Classes, Library 

TUESDAY 
6:00 pm: Japanese Conversation 
Classes, 402 

WEDNESDAY - BEGINS AUG. 22
5:15 pm: Dinner 
6:30 pm: Sunday School Leader 
Training, Room 402 
6:30 pm: Adult Bible Studies 
6:30 pm: HIS kids 
6:30 pm: GI Students 
6:30 pm: Choir Rehearsal
7:15 pm: Worship Team 

THURSDAY 
10:00 am:  English Conversation 
Classes, Library 

Our Church Family 
Welcome New Members
Roddy & Linda Ledford 
Danny & Janice Wells

In Memoriam 
Betty Digby   6/29/2018
Virginia Shirley  6/14/2018
Doug Smith   6/11/2018

Congratulations 
Wilton & Kallie McKown on the 
birth of their daughter, Mareyn Mae.

 

Good News Club  
Buena Vista Elementary 
Training Workshop 
August 25 | 9 am-12 pm |Taylors FBC  
This workshop is for all interested in serving the in 
the upcoming school year. Child Evangelism Fellowship 
considers this your training to work in the club.  
Sign up to volunteer in Realm. 



Hello Church Family,

I would like to take a moment to thank everyone who was involved 
in our awesome VBS this year. Every single act of service played a 
huge part in every smile that crossed a child’s face. Let’s continue 
that incredible spirit of love and service throughout our next 
church year. 
 
August 12 is Promotion Sunday. On this Sunday, our new 
classes will begin in accordance with the new school year.  You will 
receive an email with your child’s new class assignment the week 
prior.  The 10:30 am hour of HIS Kids will include 1st - 3rd grade.  
Wee Worship will include ages 2 - K5, and will be divided into two 
age groups: 2 - 3 years and 4K - 5K.  4th and 5th grade children will 
attend worship with their families.   
 

Wednesday Nights 
Open House  
Wednesday,  August 22, 6:30 pm 
Join us after dinner to see what’s happening in HIS Kids! 
 
Christmas Musical 
On Wednesday, August 22, parents will receive a schedule of 
practices and try-outs for the production of Wrapping All the Way, a 
Christmas musical presented by HIS Kids Ministry this December.  
While producing this musical, our children will also participate in 
Bible study and Scripture memorization. 
 
Circle of Friends on Wednesdays 
Kids will focus on deepening their friendship with God and each 
other through worship, Bible study and play. His Kids is also excited 
to welcome the addition of Theo, Mrs. Gretchen’s puppet puppy 
friend, to our Circle of Friends.  Our preschoolers will enjoy a 
special circle time of worship and Bible story with Theo before 
heading to Mission Friends with Ms. Dottie. Preschoolers will also 
have the opportunity to learn some songs from the musical and 
participate if they would like to be a part of the production. 
 
I am excited to begin our fall activities. The desire of my heart is 
to teach our children to love to memorize Scripture and share 
their faith. The goal of our new activities is to accomplish just 
that. I hope our fall line-up generates the same excitement as VBS 
because these activities have the same outreach potential!  We 
want as many volunteers as we can get to make them successful. 
Opportunities include recreation leaders, set designers, costume 
makers, and helpers in general. 
 
I am truly blessed to teach and love the 
children of Greer First. 

Blessings, 
 
Gretchen Durrell
Minister to Children & Families
gretchendurrell@greerfbc.org 
 

August 12

Team of 18 serves  
New York City in July.



 
 
 
  

Staff 
 
Doug Mize, Pastor 
Josh Morton,  Minister of Worship & Development
Micah Greene, Minister to Students
Gretchen Durrell, Minister to Children & Families
Dottie Bryson, Minister to Senior Adults
Kim Keller, Director of Communications
Carole Morris, Administrative Assistant to the Pastor
Debbie Teague, Receptionist
Rita Johnson, Financial Administrative Assistant 
Steve Gillespie, Worship Minister 
Pastor Maciel Marques, Hispanic Pastor  
macielefamilia@hotmail.com 
Pastor Aki Shigemi, Japanese Pastor 
Van Brannon, Facilities Manager 
 
Email Us
names@greerfbc.org  Example: dougmize@greerfbc.org

FRESHMAN CONNECT @ NGU 
Saturday, August 18 
4 - 6 pm 
North Greenville University 
Students begin arriving at NGU in August 

and will be looking for a church where they can connect, 
grow and serve. We want them to meet Greer First and 
know what God is doing in our church. This exciting 
event includes games, music and food. 
Want to volunteer?  
Contact Gretchen at gretchendurrell@greerfbc.org.

For Pearls who participated in the Personal Pearl 
(secret sister), August is the REVEAL month. Leave a 
special note/small gift for your Personal Pearl on our 
Pearl table and reveal your name. Thank you to all who 
participated! We will draw names again in next spring.

 
PEARL Women’s Ministry Event 
September 9  |  6:30 pm  |  Gym 
How healthy is your heart? Wear something red and be 
prepared for great food, fellowship, and fun! 
Meal provided by Taste of Distinction. 
Tickets: $10.  Available Sundays, Aug. 26 & Sept. 2, and at 
the church office.


