
A Season of Hope



Greetings Friends,

It is now December and your “to-do” list just doubled, if not tripled! Yet, above all of those 
check lists, our hearts are invited to embrace the wonderful reality of a Savior born to save 
us. Nothing brings more renewed joy to us than the reminder of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

The prophet Isaiah’s ministry took place during a difficult time for God’s people. Still, 
through the Holy Spirit, he penned a wonderful promise of hope:

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; a light has dawned on those living in the land of darkness.  
Isaiah 9:2

This hope is the promised Light of our Messiah, the great Deliverer from darkness to salvation!

In December, more than any other time in my ministry, I encounter people weighed down and anxious about many 
things. People concerned with their personal lives, anxiety pressing them down at home, in their community, at 
church, or at work. Add to their personal consternation, a growing threat of violence in our world. 

We are a people desperately in need of hope. 
It is natural to want relief from difficult circumstances, but often, a “quick-fix” solution is not at all the relief that 
God orchestrates. God’s plan of hope is simple, yet complex. Hope assumes suffering, otherwise where is the need 
to hope for anything? In the Hands of our trusted Savior, hope and suffering are not divergent enemies, but instead, 
fraternal kinsmen who remind us that God can be trusted and there are better days ahead. 

In your trials, even during Christmas, God is providing hope in the midst of the suffering. The same God who 
orchestrated the miracle of Christmas is the same God who can be trusted in our difficult circumstances. The 
God who allows certain challenges and anxieties in your life is the same God who teaches us to trust Him when it 
doesn’t make sense.  

During this glorious Advent Season, let us trust in the One who works in ways we still cannot fully understand. In 
the midst of difficult circumstances, we also have the joy of modeling Christ and stand ready to share the hope we 
have inside. 

You will find many wonderful opportunities at Greer First to embrace Jesus Christ as our hope this Advent Season. 
We trust you will be involved and invite others to worship along with you. May you be filled with hope as Jesus 
Christ Himself is our hope.

Doug Mize 
Pastor 
dougmize@greerfbc.org

A Note from Doug Mize

Galatians Sermon Series will resume in January.



Hey Church Family! 
I am excited this time of year when we are reminded of Jesus’ birth and the hope He brings us. With 
the birth of Jesus, we are given a Savior who eventually will die for our sins, giving us access to worship 
God the Father any place, any time. That gets me excited! 

This month we have several events I hope you can attend! First, our Christmas worship event called 
“Newborn: Celebrating the Christ Child at Christmas” which is going to be a great event to help 
focus your heart and mind on what we really celebrate during Christmas: Jesus. Next, don’t miss our 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship Service. It will be a beautiful, simple time of honoring Jesus with 
family and friends. We anticipate a large number of people, so make sure you get there when the doors 
open! 

If you are looking for a place to serve at Greer First, I want to encourage you to consider two specific ministries. First, do you 
sing or play an instrument? Consider joining Greer First Baptist Worship. We would love to have you be a part of our team. We 
are always looking for new choir members, vocal team members and band members. Coming in the early spring we are starting 
an orchestra which will be our newest ensemble in worship. If you play a band or string instrument, contact me! 

Another area of service you could consider is the newly formed Prayer 
Ministry. This ministry meets every third Sunday at 4 pm in Room 402.  
Come join us! We will give you everything you need to be a part of 
corporately and strategically praying for our church and community. 

I love you and am grateful I get to serve with you each week! God Bless and 
MERRY CHRISTMAS!
 
 
In Christ,
Joshua C. Morton 
Minister of Worship and Church Development 
JoshMorton@greerfbc.org

December 9  |  6:30 pm  |  Sanctuary
 

Featuring the Greer First Choir, full orchestra, beautiful music,  
stories and much more! 

Childcare available for children birth – age 3.  

Doors open at 6 pm.

Childcare available for children birth – age 3. 
Doors open at 4:30 pm.

For more information about the Prayer Ministry, 
please contact Joshua Morton. 



 

Christmas Prayer 
 

 God grant you peace at Christmas  
and fill your heart with cheer;  

God grant you health and happiness throughout 
the coming year.  

God guide you with His wisdom  
and keep you in His care;  

this is our special wish for you.

Senior Adults Who Want To  
Make A Difference Everyday  

Honoring God, Impacting People, Sharing Christ

December Activities
Bible Study 

Mind of Christ 
Tuesday, December 4 

10 am, Parlor 
 

Friendly Neighbors Meeting 
Tuesday, December 11, 11 am, Parlor 

Guest Speaker:  Tom Johnson 
 

Blood Pressure Checks & Fellowship  
Wednesday, December 19 

2 pm, Victoria Arms 
 

Manning Place Devotional & Fellowship 
Thursdays, December 6, 13, 20, 27 

11 am  
Volunteers, please contact Dottie at 877-4253 or 230-6327.  

If you play an instrument or enjoy sharing Bible truths,  
please join us in this ministry.   

 

Friendly Neighbors

Please Note:  A current listing of homebound and assisted living residents is available at the Sanctuary entrances. 
Please send a card, visit, or call our homebound, assisted living and nursing care residents. 

Jonathan Edwards’ New Year’s Resolutions 
 

Jonathan Edwards (1703–1758) is one of the greatest theologians in the history of American Christianity.   
In the 1720’s, before Edwards had written his greatest works (e.g. The End for Which God Created the World,  

Religious Affections, Freedom of the Will) or garnered the reputation that follows him today,  
he took time to write a few Resolutions. 

“To live with all my might while I do live.  
Never to lose one moment of time to improve it in the most profitable way I can.  

Never to do anything which I should despise or think meanly of another.  
Never to do anything out of revenge.  

Never to do anything which I would be afraid to do if it were the last hour of my life.” 

Remember if you are in right relationship with Jesus Christ, you will be in right relationship with mankind.

Blanketing Our Community 
Blankets may be dropped of at the church office.   
Donations benefit Greer Community Ministries,  

Greer Relief and Greer Soup Kitchen.



Dinner: 5:15 - 6:15 pm in the Gym
Adults: $6  |  Ages 18 & under: Free 

Make reservations in Realm or 
Sunday’s Bulletin..

Menu 
 

december 5 
Chicken Casserole,  

Squash Casserole, Green Beans,  
Salad Bar, Roll,  

Assorted Cakes/Pies 

 
December 12 

Turkey & Dressing, Cranberry Sauce, 
Green Bean Casserole,  

Macaroni & Cheese, Corn, Rolls,  
Banana Pudding

Dinner will resume on January 9, 2019. 

Wednesday Night Fellowship

Church Family, 

We had an incredible time at Fall Retreat, walking 
through the book of 1 Peter and learning what it 
means to live holy. Many students made important 
spiritual decisions and every student experienced the 
work of the gospel first-hand. One student professed 
faith in Jesus for the first time!
 

 
Be sure to mark your calendars for these December Events!
 

12/5 – Special Guest, Will Snipes
Will lives in Travelers Rest and is a 6th grade Language Arts teacher at Blue Ridge Middle. He has served 
in roles such as Camp Pastor and Director the past twenty-one summers for FUGE Camps, serving at 
locations throughout the United States as well as in the countries of Wales, Mexico, Bolivia, Ecuador, and 
Canada. Will travels to churches throughout the country to speak at youth retreats and conferences. He 
leads Bible studies for groups of teenage guys and takes them on hiking and backpacking adventures. In 
addition, he writes for LifeWay publications.

Parents, Will is a great speaker and personal friend. Please encourage your students to join us and invite friends. 
 

12/19 – G1 Christmas Party in the Loft
Doors will open at 6:30 pm.  We’ll have lots of food, games, prizes, surprises, gifts and everything Christmas.  Oh, and our 
very own Christmas band!

Coming in January
BOYS vs GIRLS:  Learning How to Honor Christ the Way God Made Us 
We’ll begin a new series about what it looks like to follow Jesus as young men and women.  

Micah Greene 
Minister to Students 
micahgreene@greerfbc.org

Wednesdays, Dec. 5 & 12 
 

Activities for All Ages  |  6:30 pm 
 
 

Choir Practice  |  Choir Room
Sunday School Leader Training  |  Room 401

Prayer Gathering  |  Parlor  
HIS Kids Circle of Friends 

G1 Student Ministry  |  Room 402 
 

All Wednesday activities resume and new Bible studies begin  
on January 9, 2019. 



December 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2
Japanese Worship, 3 pm, Parlor
Wrapping All The Way 
Children’s Musical,  
6 pm, Sanctuary  
 
 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 4 
Senior Adult Bible Study, 10 am, Parlor  
 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8 
International Christmas Dinner 
6 pm, Gym 
 
 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9 
Greer Christmas Parade, 2:30 pm
NEWBORN, Presented by Greer First 
Worship, 6:30 pm, Sanctuary
 
 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11 
Friendly Neighbors Meeting, 11 am, 
Parlor 
 

 
 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16 
Japanese Worship, 3 pm, Parlor 

 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19  
G1 Student Ministry Christmas Party  
6:30 pm, The Loft 
 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 21  
Weekday Ministries Christmas Program, 
9 am, Sanctuary 
 
 
 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23 
Observe the Lord’s Supper 
 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 24  
Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship, 
5 pm, Sanctuary 
 
 
 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30 
Worship Only, 10:30 am

Calendar of Events

Every Week at  
Greer First Baptist 

SUNDAY 
9:15 am: Sunday School 
10:30 am:  Worship 

MONDAY 
10:00 am: English Conversation 
Classes, Library 

TUESDAY 
6:00 pm: Japanese Conversation 
Classes, 402 

WEDNESDAY
5:15 pm: Dinner 
6:30 pm: Sunday School Leader 
Training 
6:30 pm  Prayer Gathering 
6:30 pm: Adult Bible Studies 
6:30 pm: HIS Kids 
6:30 pm: GI Students 
6:30 pm: Choir Rehearsal
7:15 pm: Worship Team 

THURSDAY 
10:00 am:  English Conversation 
Classes, Library 

Buddy Waters (Chairman)   Dottie Bryson 
Alan Cooper    Jay Craft
Carrie Hodge   Elaine Lail
Larry Miller   Deidre Nall
Jon Sherer   Diane Turner
Paula Vissage   Ray White

Celebrating 
Advent  
Every Sunday  
in December

The Church Office will be closed December 24-26 and January 1.



THANK YOU  
for filling 250 boxes!

Church Family,

Your home is your most valuable 
opportunity to disciple your children. As a 
minister, at best I have two to three hours 
a week to impact them. You have countless 
opportunities. TJ and I have intentionally focused on four specific opportunities: the ride to school, 
dinner, bedtime and what I like to call “teachable moments.” 

The ride to school offers a captive audience. We would listen to praise music or do a small 
devotion. We would always pray, even if it was to just pray a blessing over my children based on 

Numbers 26. If there was a relative or friend with us, well they were prayed over, too. 

At dinner time we made a point to hold conversations. My favorite discussion would be to each take a turn telling our 
highs and lows of the day. As children navigate their day, their choices and social interaction are beginning to expose their 
sin nature. Here in lies a wonderful opportunity to discuss how those choices and feelings declare our need for a savior. 
Another idea is to save your Christmas cards and keep them in a basket. Pull a card out each night before you say the 
blessing and include that family in your prayer. Christmas cards are a sweet way to teach how to pray for others. 

Devote time to your child’s bedtime. We were exhausted parents, but we treasure this time we spent with our children. 
They are older now and this season is coming to an end. The season is brief, my friends. This is the time to share how God 
loves them and how you love them, snuggle, read, and pray. Teach your children how to find comfort in their Heavenly 
Father as they lay the day aside and slumber. 

My children will tell you “teachable moments” are my favorite. But I had a hard time learning the most important part - 
listening. Parents, we need to let our children talk and share. The frustrations and joys they share allow us to see where 
God is working in their hearts. Often a gentle question about something they share allows you to point them to what 
God says about the situation. Be careful not to lecture, as I often find myself doing. God’s Word will do the work in their 
little heart, so trust Him. 

His Kids at Greer First is your partner on this journey. Each week 
we send home a Parent Connect letter. The hope of this letter is 
to connect you with what your child is learning under our ministry. 
There are questions for discussions and I trust God will speak 
through His Word as you spend time with your children. Christmas 
Break is a wonderful time to find your groove with these ideas. The 
New Year is a perfect time to commit to them. 

Blessings,  
Gretchen

There will be no childcare for this service .  
All are welcome in the Sanctuary.Praising God for a wonderful day 

of Baptisms and Parent-Child  
Dedications in November.



Staff 
 
Doug Mize, Pastor 
Josh Morton, Minister of Worship & Development
Micah Greene, Minister to Students
Gretchen Durrell, Minister to Children & Families
Dottie Bryson, Minister to Senior Adults
Kim Keller, Director of Communications
Carole Morris, Administrative Assistant to the Pastor
Debbie Teague, Receptionist
Rita Johnson, Financial Administrative Assistant 
Pastor Maciel Marques, Hispanic Pastor  
macielefamilia@hotmail.com 
Pastor Aki Shigemi, Japanese Pastor 
Van Brannon, Facilities Manager 
 
Email Us
names@greerfbc.org  Example: dougmize@greerfbc.org

OUR CHURCH FAMILY  New Members

Steve & Martha Root 
Joined October 14

By Letter

Ross & Allison Skinner 
Brooke, Claire, Drew, Zachary, Sullivan & Joanna 

Joined October 14
By Letter

Sam & Rebecca Aughtry 
Joined October 28

By Letter

It’s been an incredible year at Greer First Baptist Church for 
many reasons. We are thankful to what God has done.  Allow 
me to remind you during this Christmas season as 2018 
draws to an end, please consider your giving to God’s church 
here at Greer First a top priority.  Finishing strong toward 
our 2018 budget is extremely important.

You can easily set up a one-time or recurring contribution 
online or simply write a check and place it in the envelopes in 
the Sanctuary in December. 

Your mailboxes and emails are going to be filled with dozens 
of needy and, yes, worthy causes to which you may give. Yet 
please remember to consider giving to your church first and 
foremost.

Also remember to make sure to get end-of-year 
contributions in or postmarked by Monday, December 31, to 
be counted for the 2018 year.

Thank you for participating in the spirit of giving for the glory 
of King Jesus. 

Pastor Doug

Giving


