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DECEMBER 2023/JANUARY 2024

Christmas!  
A Night of Worship 

Sunday, December 10  
5:30 pm 

Doors Open at 5:10 pm

This special night will draw you to our Savior  
and warm your heart as we come together  

in worship of King Jesus.

10:30 am: No Sunday School; Childcare ages 5 and under

5:30 pm:  Family Service - No childcare



 
Happy Early Christmas, Church Family!

As we begin this season of Advent, I am especially aware of the goodness of our wonderful God. Of all 
the manifold blessings we enjoy, nothing is greater or more significant than the gift of His Son, Jesus. 
Especially during this season, we celebrate the marvelous gift of Christ our Savior. May we resolve that 
nothing matters more. 

This Christmas will be the 100th Christmas in our beautiful Sanctuary, and we have a few surprises coming 
your way. Of course, as we celebrate, we also take the opportunity to reflect on a tremendous year of 
blessings to God’s Church here at Greer First Baptist. Every measurable statistic in our church is up, and in 
most cases, way up. We are growing together, loving one another, and reaching people for Jesus. I want 
to thank each of you for your commitment to our mission. Through your sacrificial service, attendance, 
prayers, and generous giving, we are able to labor together to make much of Jesus Christ. 

To finish the year of 2023, let me remind 
you of two special giving opportunities: In 
December we collect a special offering called 
the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering. Lottie 
Moon was a famous and impactful missionary 
to China many years ago. Today, through the 
International Mission Board, we have nearly 
4000 missionaries who are dependent upon 
this offering to do their ministry. Please 
consider Lottie Moon in your year-end giving. 
Also, it is very important that we finish this 
year in good standing with our budget. When 
you are making end-of-year giving decisions, 
please prayerfully consider a generous gift 
to our church so we can continue with our 
mission! I want to thank you for your investment 
in Kingdom work.

Please look over this newsletter and subscribe to our weekly email blast. You’ll find many opportunities to 
be involved. I am, of course, most excited about our two CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICES on 
Sunday December 24. Whether you join us at 10:30 AM or 5:30 PM, I hope you will celebrate Christ with 
us and bring family and friends with you!

In Christ
Doug

December Sermon Series

January Sermon Series



 
 
 

Family Advent Devotional 
Recommendation 
 

This book engages families with the biblical 
truth of Christmas through twenty-five Advent 
devotions that redirect children and families 
to their need for a Savior and the amazing gift 
of Jesus Christ. Sure to become a keepsake 
that is revisited year after year, this book 
also provides talking points and activities for 
families to enjoy together, bringing the focus 
of Christmas back to Jesus and family time. 

 

Christmas is a wonderful time to make lasting memories with your family,  
and we invite you to our Sanctuary for a great night of family fun!  

Wear your Christmas PJ’s and enjoy some of the classics;  
Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer and Charlie Brown Christmas.  

We’ll have popcorn in the Welcome Center and a special treat at intermission. 

Special Needs Volunteer 
Opportunity
INTEREST MEETING
Sunday, December 3  
after Worship in HIS Kids Room
HIS Kids is expanding our ministry to reach 
those with special needs.  
Please join us if you feel led to serve with 
special needs children in a safe gospel-
focused environment.  



DECEMBER 
 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1 
Students First Friday 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3 
LORD’S SUPPER 
Japanese Worship, 3 pm, Parlor
 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10 
Christmas! A HIS Kids Night of Worship 
 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12 
Friendly Neighbors Gathering, 11 am, 
Parlor 
 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17 
Japanese Worship, 3 pm, Parlor 
 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19 
Family Movie Night, 5:30 pm 
Sanctuary 
 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24 
CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS EVE 
Worship Only,  10:30 am 
(No Sunday School) 
Worship, 5:30 pm 
 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 25 

Merry Christmas! 
 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31 
Regular Sunday Schedule 
 
 
 

JANUARY 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 5 
Students First Friday 
 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 7 
Japanese Worship, 3 pm, Parlor  
 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 9 
Friendly Neighbors, 11 am, Parlor  
 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 10 
MIDWEEK Activities Resume, 6 pm 
 
MONDAY, JANUARY 15 
WMU Meeting, 2 pm, Parlor 
 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 21 
Japanese Worship, 3 pm, Parlor 
Deacon’s Meeting, 3 pm 
 
MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
Preschool Registration Open to  
Church Members 
 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
Preschool Registration Open to  
Church Members 
 
 

Calendar

Every Week  
 
 
 
 
SUNDAY
9:15 am
20 Somethings Co-ed                     111 
Co-ed Sr. Adults (Waters)         Parlor 
Adult Women (Wilson)                     112 
Co-ed Sr. Adults (James)                 402 
Co-ed Adults (Woodbridge)           308 
Called to Serve Adults (Neely)        206 
Co-ed Adult 50’s                        208 
Young Adults (Nall)       300 
Co-ed Adult Multigenerational       305 
Young Families (Hodge)                  306 
Parents of Teen/Preteens (Adams)  309 
 
Students Middle & High School      
             Loft Café 
Preschool & Children  
       First Floor Check-in 
 
10:30 am  
Worship, HIS Kids Worship 
Nursery for Birth – Age 3   
 
4 pm 
Handbell Choir Rehearsal, Room 205 
 
 
TUESDAY 
10 am 
Japanese Conversation Class 
Room 112 
    
 
  
WEDNESDAY MIDWEEK  
9 am 
Women’s Bible Study   
6 pm 
HIS Kids Bible Study 
Student Ministry Bible Study 
Adult Bible Studies 
Choir Rehearsal 
 
 
THURSDAY 

10 am 
English Conversation Class , Room 112 

The women of WMU serve our community 
through prayer, supporting local mission 

partners and mission education. If you are 
interested, please join us for our meetings!  

Monday, January 15 Gathering 
2 pm, Parlor 

 
Guest speaker, J.G. Faulk, Students and College/Young Adults 
Minister, will share how his ministries are serving our mission 

partners. 

 

Church Office Closed
 

December 25-27, 2023

January 1, 2024



WEDNESDAY Bible Study for Adults 
6 - 7 pm

   Bible Studies for Women

 

MIDWEEK SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Led by Larry James

Room 402  
For anyone who is not able to attend Sunday 
School because of work or serving elsewhere 

on Sunday mornings, this is a great place to dig 
deeper into God’s Word.

The Book of Colossians with Louie Giglio
Young Women (Ages 20-35), Led by Amanda Rone 

6 pm, Room 111
We will watch short videos followed by group discussion as we walk 
together through the book of Colossians to help us form a complete 
picture of Jesus. What we believe about Him influences everything 

from our corporate worship to our relationships to our attitude 
toward sin. Now alive in Christ, we can live a life worthy of God 

instead of falling back into the ways of the world.

What the Women Saw
 

For Women of all Ages 
9 am, Led by Kim Keller, Room 111;  

6 pm, Led by Lisa Lynn, Room 309
Do women matter to the kingdom of God? Through this study, 

you will discover who Jesus is through the unique perspective of 
women in the Bible. As you study the lives of Mary, Martha, Mary 
Magdalene and others, you will learn from their faith and failures 
and be reminded that Jesus cared for and valued the women He 
was surrounded by. He equipped them, listened to them, walked 
with them, healed them, and empowered them, and He does the 

same for you now.

 
Bible Study for MEN

 

THE BOOK OF

JAMES
GUIDELINES FOR A HAPPY CHRISTIAN LIFE

Young Men’s Bible Study (Ages 25-40) 
Led by Buddy Waters, Room 208

 
The book of James is full of good advice for Christians  

and in particular, men. His teaching applies to marriage, 
family relationships, personal relationships with other  

men and leadership in many situations. 

 
Bible Study for All Adults 

  theology
FOR THE REST OF US

Led by Dr. Travis Kerns, Room 206
 

This study is designed to give easy-to-understand 
answers to some of the toughest questions about 

God, the Bible, and Christian theology.



 

 
JANUARY

First Friday, January 5 
Location TBD

  
 

Wednesday, January 10  
MIDWEEK 

New Series Begins 
 
 
 

 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
           

                                                                                                                                                       Wednesday, January 31                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                                       Theme Night 

 
2023 FALL RETREAT RECAP
Our students got to worship and fellowship together and with students from Brushy Creek Baptist Church in Taylors. 
They sang loud, they played hard, and they really leaned in to the Spirit as our speaker, Brett Plyler, walked us 
through the entire book of Titus. He challenged students to check the fruit of their lives and make sure it matched 
what they said they believed. One of my favorite things he said was ‘A profession of faith should always be followed 
by a profession of faith.’ Of course we also played football and rode hum v’s to the top of the mountain where we 
could see as far as Georgia and North Carolina. Also the students had no phone reception… and they SURVIVED!  
It was a great weekend and one of the best events I’ve been a part of in my time at Greer First. - J.G. Faulk

“I really enjoyed the worship and seeing everyone worship together…and not just our church, but Brushy Creek, 
too. I liked hearing Brett talk and how he wanted to talk to everyone and get to know everyone.” 
 -Carter Nolan, 12th grade

“I liked when Brett said, ‘If your actions look like the world’s, you might still belong to it.’ He’s the man.”  
- Joshua Keller, 10th grade

DECEMBER 
 

First Friday 
December 1, 6-9 pm 

District Park Christmas Lights, $10 

Christmas Party 
Wednesday, December 6, 6-8 pm in the Loft

Dinner provided.  
Bring a $5-$10 White Elephant gift and wear 

your best Christmas sweater! 



 

FRIENDLY NEIGHBORS
Senior Adult Ministry of Greer First

 
       

 

Please RSVP/register by calling the church office, 864-877-4253. 

Tuesday, DECEMBER 12, 11am 
Parlor 

 

Do you love Christmas movies?  
Come enjoy a program featuring  

“It’s a Wonderful Life”  
presented by Donna Aleman 

Lunch: $8.

Tuesday, JANUARY 9, 11 am 
Parlor 

 

The gathering will feature local storyteller, 
Cora Newcomb. She will present an insightful 

look at the most memorized passage of 
Psalms 23. Lunch will be Dutch treat at Wild 

Ace with bus transportation available.

Support International Missions and 
Celebrate 100 Years of Christmas in 

our current Sanctuary 

The pewter commemorative ornaments can 
be purchased for $20 (one per family) with the 

promise of a gift to Lottie Moon Christmas 
Offering (LMCO).   

All proceeds from the sale of ornaments will go 
to LMCO. We are awaiting shipment and hope to 

have these available Sunday, December 17.   
One per family.  Any ornaments remaining may be 

purchased after Christmas.

 
Worship Ministry 
 
And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I 
bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the 
people. Luke 2:10 ESV

As we finish out 2023 and begin 2024, a word that continues 
to resonate in my heart is the word, “behold.” Every time it 
shows up in God’s word, something important is getting ready 
to happen. To behold something is to become something. 
God tells us that we are what we behold. When we look to 
Christ we are transformed.  

One of our new modern hymns we are introducing this month 
in our services is “Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery”. If 
you sing or read through those lyrics, you’ll see that it is an 
invitation to set our eyes on Jesus. This “mystery” it talks 
about is the story of the Gospel, the good news of Christ 
coming to this earth as a human being, as a baby, to redeem 
us and save us from our sins. The song doesn’t end there but 
takes us all the way to Jesus’ resurrection and the promise that 
one day we will too be resurrected and with Christ in glory. 
One day, everything on this earth will be made right and good 
again for those who are in Christ. What a wonderful promise to 
sing about!

Let’s behold the beauty and goodness of Christ and sing it out 
loud as we gather to worship together each week.  
 
Can’t wait for Sunday!   
 
Richie



Phone:  864-877-4253

Prayer Line: 864-801-0075

Preschool:  864-879-3946

www.greerfbc.org

 
 Staff 

 

Doug Mize, Pastor 

Van Brannon, Facilities Manager 

Ashley Elliott, Children’s Ministry Director 

J.G. Faulk, Students and College/Young Adults Minister

Skylar Johnson, Financial Administrative Assistant 

Kim Keller, Women’s Ministry &  
Communication Director

Richie Kingsmore, Worship Pastor

Carole Morris, Administrative Assistant to the Pastor

Amy Ponder,  Preschool Director

Amanda Rone, Media Coordinator

Mandy Sherer, Worship Ministry Assistant

Aki Shigemi, Japanese Pastor 

Debbie Teague, Receptionist

Email Us
names@greerfbc.org   
Example: dougmize@greerfbc.org

OUR CHURCH FAMILY New Members

Mitchell & Mandy Loftis 
Phillip & Bristol  
October 22, 2023 

by Statement

Wes & Natosha Kissinger 
Adeline, Owen,  

Sarah Belle & Nathan 
October 22, 2023 

by Letter

Caleb Pullen, Trinity Pullen, Romeo Wilson & Neleah Clough 
November 19, 2023 

by Baptism

Bryan & Kim Britt 
October 22, 2023 

by Statement

Jeremy & Beth Edwards 
Maddox & Jackson 

October 29, 2023 
by Statement

John & Alyssa Bell 
Elizabeth, Anna, 

Marleigh & Finnley 
October 29, 2023 

by Statement

Marissa Conrad 
October 22, 2023 

by Statement

2024-25 School Year 
Registration for Church Members  

begins January 22, 2024.


